NDGCCEA Chairperson’s Report for the 20th AGM 2009-2010
This year has been another busy and productive year for the NDGCCEA. We continue to increase our membership in the organization and have been fortunate to receive four multicultural students in our program from McGill School of Social Work as well as several older adults (representatives from our HLMs and housing projects). Two of the students were in the second year of their internships with our organization and were able to provide mentoring to the new students. This provided continuity in our programs as well as an excellent experience for all the students.  This enabled us to do an extra program for isolated seniors in our area. We applied for two new grants, one from New Horizons and one in collaboration with the CSSS Cavendish from the MFA.  We received the New Horizons grant for the project entitled Positive and Active Aging (although we only received a fraction of the amount we requested, forcing us to wait until the fall of 2010 to embark upon the project).  Unfortunately we did not receive the MFA grant to expand our distribution of the Senior Notebooks and will need to rethink about how to expand this in the future.
The students continued their activity projects in the OSBL of Sherbrooke Forest. This entailed reaching out to the seniors living in some of the six hundred apartment units in this large housing cooperative. Activities consisted of lunches for isolated seniors and discussions/information sessions about diverse topics of interest to the seniors, such as health-related issues.  (The report is included in the Appendix).  We did succeed in increasing the numbers of participants to eight seniors over the course of the program.
The other student projects were in the various HLMs in NDG, including HLM Monkland, HLM St- Raymond and HLM Mayfair. When the students ended their stage in April, we were able to continue the activity programs at HLM Monkland over the summer with new volunteers, Sarah and Ben. These activity programs are reported in the Appendix, and consisted of soup lunches, music (including a choir of seniors led by a senior), crafts and information sessions about issues such as security. We also helped empower these seniors to organize their own activities (such as Rosemarie setting up and leading a choir at HLM’s Monkland and Mayfair). 
Besides group and community projects, the students also followed four to five individual seniors with particular problems and difficulties, referring them to the necessary services (usually the CLSC home care program) and accompanying them if necessary in the process. 
Our successful Hear Our Voices project was held this year in two long-term care residences -Maison Paternelle (ten participants) and Montclair Residence (thirteen participants).  The report for these projects is included in the Appendix. Two beautiful books were produced by the students and senior participants. Each participant, as well as the home director, received a copy of the book to share with staff, family members and other seniors who did not participate.  We extend our thanks to the directors and staff in these two residences who helped make the projects such a success. A party was held at the end of each program with all the home residents during which the books were presented, participants were thanked, the project was evaluated and all enjoyed themselves.
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (2009) was our biggest awareness event and project of the year, and was a great success. It was held at Parc Pierre Elliot Trudeau where twenty-five organizations participated by providing excellent information booths. The Seniors’ Community Notebook was produced, launched and disseminated thanks to a generous grant and collaboration from the Foundation for Vital Aging and the MFA. The notebook is senior-friendly and contains excellent information about elder abuse, emergency preparedness, health tips and a list of important community resources. Included in this event was a “march” through the Human Rights Walkway. We were honoured by the presence of Ministre Marguerite Blais who spoke about the government’s role in combating elder abuse and participated in the march. As well, Cecile Plourde (President of FADOQ) and Jn-Guy Saint Gelais, the regional coordinator of NICE, attended. Many thanks to Rhonda, our coordinator, Stephanie, CSSS Cavendish Community Organizer and Thurza, also from the CSSS Cavendish, who all organized this event.  This year, Stephanie and Rhonda, in collaboration with Benita Goldin of the Cummings Centre for Seniors, organized a WEAAD event on June 15th, presenting a day-long symposium on financial abuse.  This included a workshop for professionals on elder abuse screening tools (by Daphne), a workshop by Anne Caines of RECAA on the cultural perspectives of elder abuse and workshops for the public on protective regimes and prevention of fraud.
We are currently redesigning our website, with the assistance of volunteer Kevin Nix and committee member Alex Shaulov, who is also helping to revise an elder abuse policy, hopefully to be used as a model for other organizations and long-term care facilities.
We continued to expand our partnerships during this year and worked closely with the Table des Aines, the CSSS Cavendish and the Foundation for Vital Aging.   We also continued to work with our regular partners, McGill School of Social Work, the SPVM, New Hope Seniors Center, the Royal Bank, Julius Richardson Hospital Center and the Montreal Council of Women. As well, the students reached out to several cultural community groups, including the Southeast Asian Women’s Group, the Phillipino Community Womens Group and the Black Council of Aging. One student also produced a review of the literature on cultural perspectives of elder abuse while another student wrote a summary of the NDGCCEA, its structure and its activities.
Priorities for next year include fund raising, expansion and restructuring of the NDGCCEA to accommodate the increasing demands on the organization, expansion of partnerships with other groups and other cultural groups and development of a new project in collaboration with the Table de Concertations des Aînés de l’ile de Montréal.
Finally I would like to thank all of my committee members who have worked so hard this year, especially Rhonda (our coordinator) and our new members (Andree and Ruth) for their enthusiasm and expertise which have significantly contributed to our agency’s success this year.  I would also like to thank our funders: New Horizons, MFA, the Royal Bank, and the Foundation for Vital Aging.  Without their support and the help of all our other faithful and hard-working members, none of this would be possible. I would like to thank the HLM representatives who have enriched our Committee this year and the senior volunteers such as Grace, Rita, Lianne, Yolande, Frank and Rosemary whose help has been incredible. Finally I thank McGill and all of our students (Lawrence, Stefan, Viviana and Jacqueline) who all did an outstanding job with most difficult tasks. Thank you all for your dedication and expertise.  
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